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the most beautiful ? But Ka'ntigraha said to himself :
If I tell the king, I may displease him, by slighting
his favourite: moreover, the other two queens will
certainly hear of it, and have me poisoned. So he
bowed, and said : King, I must have time to decide :
give me leave till to-morrow. So the king dis-
missed him. And Kantigraha went quickly away,
intending to quit that city before nightfall, yet with
reluctance, for he said to himself: There is one of
those queens I would give much to enjoy.

But Nayan^tri, who could read the heart from the
external signs, said to the king : King, this Brahman
means to give you the slip, for he is afraid, and will
probably endeavour to leave the city before night.
But I can tell you what to do, so as to discover
his opinion. So the king did as his minister told
him. And discovering which of his queens was the
most beautiful, he loved her the best, so that the
other two, being jealous, poisoned her. And the
king, discovering it, put them to death* Thus
through curiosity he lost all his queens, as Naya-
ne'tri predicted,

So now tell me, Princess, what did the king do
to discover the opinion of Kdnti'graha? And Rasa-
k6sha ceased. Then the Princess said; He need
not have done anything: the third queen was the